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SEMINAR DESCRIPTION  
 

To understand the thought of Thomas Aquinas is to grasp 
concepts far removed from the ways of thinking common 
today.  In few issues is this more obvious than Thomas’ 
cosmological vision: which is not, as Enlightenment-inspired 
detractors would claim, dependent upon an outdated 
cosmology, but rather a vision which sees the inherent 
teleological ordering of all things within the universe. 

 

By contrast, the often-unconscious presupposition today is 
that the universe has no intrinsic order, and that the order 
observed in our own immediate surroundings is the product of 
accidental chance.  Looking at the texts of Thomas Aquinas, 
however—especially from the Summa contra Gentiles and the 
Summa Theologiae—we can observe that the principles 
supporting Thomas’ understanding are still (and in fact always 
will be) valid and applicable, despite the greater complexity of the physical reality.  Thus, in this 
seminar, we will discover how Aquinas’ metaphysical principles are indifferent to the particulars 
of cosmology, and thus how the universe remains perfused with intelligible purpose. 

METHOD  
The seminar is 10 weeks long, with 1 session per week, excepting the week of July 4.  Each session 
is structured around a reading from Thomas Aquinas and is accompanied by some notes from the 
instructor.  Participants are expected to have read the reading prior to the session, so that they 
may engage in a semi-structured discussion directed and moderated by the instructor.  These 
discussions are intended not only to unveil the meanings contained in the text but to see their 
larger relevance to life. 

 

Because sessions are conducted through Skype, it is recommended that participants log on at least 
10 minutes prior to the start time (if possible), so that any technical issues with sound or video 
may be resolved prior to the session beginning.  Each session officially lasts one hour, though they 
may unofficially run longer if participants wish to continue the discussion. 

 

It is asked that participants mute their microphones when not speaking, to prevent interruption 
from background noise and so that people do not talk over one another. 
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SESSION SCHEDULE  
1 Introduction: what is meant by “cosmological vision”? 

Kemple – “Two Contrasting Visions” 
 

2 Aquinas – De ente et essentia 
https://dhspriory.org/thomas/DeEnte&Essentia.htm  
 

3 Aquinas – Summa contra Gentiles, Book 1, c.1-8 
https://dhspriory.org/thomas/ContraGentiles1.htm  
 

4 Aquinas – Summa contra Gentiles, Book 2, c.1-10 
https://dhspriory.org/thomas/ContraGentiles2.htm  
 

5 Aquinas – Summa contra Gentiles, Book 2, c.25-29 
https://dhspriory.org/thomas/ContraGentiles2.htm  
 

6 Aquinas – Summa contra Gentiles, Book 2, c.30-31 
https://dhspriory.org/thomas/ContraGentiles2.htm 
 

7 Aquinas – Summa Theologiae, Ia, q.44, a.1-4 
https://dhspriory.org/thomas/summa/FP/FP044.html  
 

8 Aquinas – Summa Theologiae, Ia, q.45, a.1-3, 7-8 
https://dhspriory.org/thomas/summa/FP/FP045.html 
 

9 Aquinas – Summa Theologiae, Ia, q.46, a.1-3 
https://dhspriory.org/thomas/summa/FP/FP046.html 
 

10 Aquinas – Summa Theologiae, Ia, q.47, a.1-3 
https://dhspriory.org/thomas/summa/FP/FP047.html 
 

 

SUGGESTED SOURCES  
Though there are many books which may help one understand Aquinas’ metaphysics as a whole, 
the recommendations here are specifically chosen as aids in understanding his cosmological 
vision. 

 

Norris Clarke – The One and the Many 

Oliva Blanchette – Philosophy of Being 

— The Perfection of the Universe According to Aquinas: A Teleological Cosmology 

Rudi te Velde – Aquinas on God 

John F. Wippel – The Metaphysical Thought of Thomas Aquinas 
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