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COURSE DESCRIPTI ON  
 

What is the meaning of being?  In truth, there is not one 
meaning, but many, and without understanding the various 
distinctions, we invariably end up with great metaphysical 
errors. 
 
To unravel these various meanings, we will take a brief look at 
the history of how they have been confused—from Aristotle to 
Heidegger and in 20th century Thomism—and subsequently turn 
to Thomas Aquinas himself.  There, we will explore the most 
important writings of the Common Doctor on the various 
meanings of “being”—ens primum cognitum, ens inquantum 
ens, ipsum esse subsistens—and analyze the principles of ens 
inquantum ens as the subject matter of metaphysics.  We will 
thereby gain an understanding of essence, existence, act and 
potency, the transcendentals, the nature of creation, and the 
demonstrable existence of God.  

METHOD  
The course is 14 weeks long, with 2 sessions per week, constituting a total of 28 class sessions.  
Each class session is structured around an assigned reading from one of the required texts.  
Participants are expected to have thoroughly read the assignment prior to the class session, so 
that they may engage in a semi-structured discussion directed and moderated by the instructor.  
These discussions are intended not only to unveil the meanings contained in the text but to see 
their larger relevance to life. 

 

Because class sessions are conducted through Skype, it is recommended that participants log on 
at least 10 minutes prior to the start time, so that any technical issues with sound or video may be 
resolved prior to the session beginning.  Each session officially lasts one hour, though they may 
unofficially run longer if participants wish to continue the discussion. 

REQUIRED TEXTS  
Aristotle, Metaphysics (recommended translation by Joe Sachs). 

All required texts of Thomas Aquinas can be found online at https://dhspriory.org/thomas/.  

For those desiring physical copies, the following translations are recommended: 

 Summa contra Gentiles: Book One: God, trans. by Anton C. Pegis. 

https://dhspriory.org/thomas/
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 Summa contra Gentiles: Book Two: Creation, trans. by James F. Anderson. 

The Treatise on the Divine Nature: Summa Theologiae I 1-13, trans. by Brian J. Shanley, O.P.  

Truth, trans. by Robert W. Mulligan and James V. McGlynn. 

Brian Kemple, Metaphysics and the Meanings of Being. 

RECOMMENDED SUPPLEME NTS  
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
Strunk and White, The Elements of Style 
Roget’s Thesaurus (particularly the Classic American version) 

SUPPLEMENTAL WORKS  
There are many good works one can read to increase knowledge of the Thomistic approach to metaphysics.  
These many do not necessarily agree with one another, but there is value in openly considering the 
disagreements.  The following works are representative recommendations: 

 

Etienné Gilson, Being and Some Philosophers 

— Methodical Realism 

— Thomist Realism and the Critique of Knowledge 

Jacques Maritain, Seven Lectures on Metaphysics 

— Existence and the Existent 

— The Degrees of Knowledge 

Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, Reality: A Synthesis of Thomistic Thought 

— The One God 

— The Sense of Mystery: Clarity and Obscurity in the Intellectual Life 

Edward Feser, Scholastic Metaphysics 

Norris Clarke, The One and the Many 

Oliva Blanchette, Philosophy of Being 

Rudi te Velde, Aquinas on God 

Thomas Joseph White, O.P., Wisdom in the Face of Modernity 

Frederick Wilhelmsen, The Paradoxical Structure of Existence 

John F. Wippel, The Metaphysical Thought of Thomas Aquinas 

GRADED WORK  
This course requires participants to write and submit three papers: 

• (1) One three-to-four-page paper (900-1100 words) on the meanings of being. 

• (2) One three-to-four-page paper (900-1100 words) on the concept of being as being. 

• (3) One eight-to-ten-page paper (2200-2800 words) on the first causes of being. 

Detailed rubrics will be given for each assignment, as well as copious examples & writing tips. 

CLASS SCHEDULE  
1 Introduction: why study metaphysics? 

 

2 Kemple – Metaphysics and the Meanings of Being, c.1 
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3 Kemple – Metaphysics and the Meanings of Being, c.2 
 

4 Aristotle – Metaphysics, Book I 
 

5 Aristotle – Metaphysics, Book I & IV 
 

6 Aristotle – Metaphysics, Book IV 
 

7 Kemple – Metaphysics and the Meanings of Being, c.3  
 

8 Aristotle – Metaphysics, Book VII. 
 

9 Aristotle – Metaphysics, Book VII continued. 
 

10 Aristotle – Metaphysics, Book VIII 
 

11 Aristotle – Metaphysics, Book IX 
 

12 Thomas Aquinas – selections (De ente) | First paper due. 
 

13 Thomas Aquinas – selections (De veritate) 
 

14 Thomas Aquinas – Summa contra Gentiles, lib.1, c.1-9 
 

15 Thomas Aquinas – Summa contra Gentiles, lib.2, c.1-10 
 

16 Thomas Aquinas – Summa contra Gentiles, lib.2, c.22-31 
 

17 Thomas Aquinas – Summa contra Gentiles, lib.2, c.32-38 
 

18 Thomas Aquinas – Summa contra Gentiles, lib.2, c.39-45 
 

19 Thomas Aquinas – Summa contra Gentiles, lib.2, c.46-51 
 

20 Thomas Aquinas – Summa contra Gentiles, lib.2, c.52-56 
 

21 Thomas Aquinas – Summa Theologiae, Ia, q.2 | Second paper due. 
 

22 Thomas Aquinas – Summa Theologiae, Ia, q.3-4 
 

23 Thomas Aquinas – Summa Theologiae, Ia, q.5-8 
 

24 Thomas Aquinas – Summa Theologiae, Ia, q.9-11 
 

25 Thomas Aquinas – Summa Theologiae, Ia, q.12 
 

26 Thomas Aquinas – Summa Theologiae, Ia, q.13 
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27 Thomas Aquinas – Summa Theologiae, Ia, q.44 
 

28 Conclusion | Final paper due 
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